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ny High School Summer Reading Assignment for English
~ Literature & Composition Class
1 ‘,‘ - Ms. Jessica Samons

Summer reading provides an opportunity to enhance your reading skills and enjoy the
books that you ‘ve selected. To prepare for the new school year, you will be required to read a
book over the summer, choosing from the list provided and completing the following
assignments. Honors classes must read two total books and complete an essay assignment. A
second book may be read and counted as extra credit for those taking the regular English class
with parent verification. Please see the requirements for the parent notification below.

*L O O K -->The Summer Reading assignment (20 Quotes) will be due the
second day of school (August 15, 2023). HONORS classes must read a SECOND BOOK
from the list and complete an essay assignment due by the end of the SECOND week of
school (August 25, 2023).

1. For the summer reading book, you will record at least 20 significant quotes (sce the
graphic organizer attached).

a. Each entry should include @ quote, the page number on which it is found, and a
two-to-three-sentence analysis of why the quote is significant.

b. For example, the quote might capture a key moment within the plot, reveal the
personality of a major character, or include well-crafted figurative language or
important symbolism. Or the passage may inspire thought, draw an emotional
connection, or have a personal connection to your own life.

¢. Whatever the reason, explain why the quote matters and/ or your reason for
selecting it.

d. The quotations should be kept in the order in which they appear in the book. Be
sure to include page numbers for all the evidence that you collect.




e. Your evidence should be thoughtful and thorough, as you will write an essay

afier completing your reading early in the first quarter, using your recordings
to help support your claims.

Example: SUMMER REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENT ~ BOOK #1

Page Direct Quote Significance

58 “Bettes to- be huwt by the Inthiy quote, Baba
truthv thaw comforted with @ | commenty alout the
lie:” jealowsly many Afghanis

feel whew their country is
not perceived as av world
power. The passage revealy
not only Baba'y chavacter
ay o readist but v wniversal
truth: that those whoe-allow
thewuselvey to- be pacified by
Lies end: up hwrt and
disillusioned.

From The Kite Runner, Khaled Hossein

Required Reading Book #1 Assignment Details on the next page.



Period:

u@TEg DUE AUGUST s, 2023

As you read, record important quotations from the text—whether they capture key plot, character or
theme developments; include well-crafted language or important symbolism; or draw an emotional or
personal connection to your own life. Explain the significance of each quote in 2-3 sentences.
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Significance




IMPORTANT QUOTES

6-10

Page

Direct Quote

Significance




IMPORTANT QUOTES

lI-15
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Direct Quote

Significance




IMPORTANT QUOTES

16-20
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Direct Quote

Significance




DUE AUGUST [9, 2023 - TURN IN RUBRIC WITH QUOTES CHART.

“IMPORTANT

Required
Elements

Excellent

(4-5)

Organizer includes all
elements as required
in assignment,
including a minimum
20 quotations, page
number and
explanation for each,
listed in order of
appearance.

QUOTES" RUBRIC

Good/ Adequate
(2-3)

Organizer includes
most elements as
required by
assignment.

Organizer is missing
significant elements
required by
assignment.

Content and

Well-chosen,
thoughtful quotes.

Entries are adequately
articulated and

Entries demonstrate
little reflection about

AnaIVSIS Entries are clearly demonstrate some what the student is
articulated and reflection about what reading. They may be
demonstrate deep student is reading— only summaries and/
thinking and insightful  and are not merely or may be unclear.
reflection about what summaries.
student is reading—
and are not merely
summaries.

Presentation Presentation is neat, Presentation is neat Presentation is sloppy;
clearly legible and and legible. it may look rushed or
shows pride in work. thrown together.

Entries may be
difficult to read.

Conventions Writing shows clear Writing shows Frequent errors in

grasp of standard
conventions (spelling,
punctuation,
capitalization,
grammar, etc.)

reasonable control
over a limited range of
standard conventions.
Spelling, punctuation,
grammar, etc. usually
correct.

spelling, punctuation,
grammar, etc. distract
the reader and make
it difficult to read.

Total:




*HONORS Assignment - BOOK #2 (Due by end of the SECOND week of
school - August 25, 2023) - see at end of the document for the Honors
essay assignment.

For Regular Classes - You may read a second book for extra credit. You
must provide written parent verification that you did read the book.
Write a summary of the book and the theme, include the title and author

and get a parent signature to confirm you read the segmg book from the

list provided.

Master’s Academy — High School
Summer Reading List by Grade
2023 - 2024
NE TWO
You MUST read books from the list below. HONORS must reac.
books. See the assignments for each book.
Incoming 9th Graders:
Recommended Reading: This Present Darkness by Frank Peretti
The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom
Jacob, Have I Loved by Katherine Paterson
The Princess Bride by William Goldman
The lliad by Homer
Watership Down by Richard Adams
The Color of Water by James McBride
Incoming 10t Graders:
Recommended Reading: Night by Elie Wiesel
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
The Time Machine by H. G. Wells
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
Lord of the Rings Series (pick 1) by J. R. R. Tolkien
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Incoming 11th Graders:
Recommended Reading: 1984 by George Orwell
Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis
Night Light by Terri Blackstock
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen



ONE

ONE

TWO


Incoming 12th Graders:
Recommended Reading: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by

R. L. Stevenson

The Taming of the Shrew by Shakespeare
King Lear by Shakespeare

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Dracula by Bram Stoker

Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw

The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis

*Conguering the College Admissions Essay in 10 Steps by Alan Gelb

*Not required - just a suggestion for independent reading for seniors
considering college.



SUMMER READIN

HONORS ONLY (BOOK A - DUE ﬂu«j.35;2023

Choose one of the following prompts. Write a we!f—consfructed and cohesive five-
paragraph essay, responding to the prompt and basing your response on one of the
books you read this summer. Identify the book and author in the first paragraph.

Your essay must include an introduction, body and conclusion. Be sure to utilize
specific examples from the book to support a clear thesis statement. You must include
at least three direct quotations from the book in your essay as part of your evidence,
citing the page number on which each was found. % Refer— kv ‘vibric .

PROMPT 1: Often in works of literature, something positive can emerge from a
difficult situation. Select one book from your summer reading assignment in which
something positive emerges from a difficult situation. In a well- developed
composition, describe the situation, and explain how something positive emerges
from it.

PROMPT 2: In a work of literature, it is not unusual for a key character to stand up for
something he or she believes in. Select a character from your book of choice who
stands up for something he or she believes in. In a well-developed essay, identify the
character, describe how the character stands up for something he or she believes in,
and explain how the character's actions relate to the work as a whole.

PROMPT 3: Frequently, a main character in a work of fiction has a mentor or mentor-
like acquaintance whose influence dramatically changes how the character views not
only himself or herself, but the world as well. Select one of the books from your
assignment, and consider if a mentor exhibits such a strong influence, either beneficial
or harmful, on one of the main characters. Then, in a well-organized essay, discuss the
nature of the mentor's influence and its significance to the work as a whole.

PROMPT 4: Often in literature, a character is
viewed as an outsider or a loner. In a well-
developed essay, discuss such a character from a
book you read this summer. Be sure to describe
this character’s attitudes towards himself or
herself, and how he or she deals with the isolation
that comes with such a label.



SUMMER READING ESSAY

PROMPT 5: Setting is often integral to the plot. It
may, for example, symbolize a larger idea or
theme. Or a change in setting may signify a shift in
a key character or in relationships between
characters. Write an essay discussing the
significance of the setting in your chosen book.
How is the setting significant? What might it
symbolize? How do changes in setting impact the
overall meaning of the work?

PROMPT 6: Many readers identify with specific characters when reading a piece of
literature. Sometimes readers identify with a character because they share similar
characteristics or interests or because they admire that character and want to be more
like that person. Select a character from one of the books you read for your summer
reading assignment and explain how you identify with that particular character.
Explain the most important ways that you are similar to that character or why you
admire and would want to be more like that character.

PROMPT 7: One type of conflict in literature is person vs. self, or internal conflict, in
which a character must face his or her own fears, desires and self-inflicted obstacles. In
a well-developed essay, identify a character in your chosen book who faces such a
conflict. What leads to its development and how does the character deal with it? How
does the character resolve or overcome the obstacle in the end, if at all?

PROMPT 8: The coming of age theme is very popular in literature. This term refers to a
adolescent boy or girl going through difficult, life altering-experiences in order to
ultimately reach adulthood. Using a book you read this summer, discuss this theme. In
a well-composed essay, describe how a young character overcomes obstacles, while
“growing up” in the process.

PROMPT 9: Frequently, popular novels are adapted into motion pictures. Discuss a
novel that you have read over the summer that has been made into a motion picture.
Compare and contrast the plot, setting, and characterization in both mediums. Which
medium is more successful and why?

PROMPT 10: Death has been symbolized many different ways in literature. Using a
book you read this summer, discuss the symbols the author uses when writing about
death. Describe the significance and impact of these symbols in a well-composed essay.



SUMMER ESSAY OUTLINE

Thesis Statement;

SUPPORTING DETAIL 1

SUPPORTING DETAIL 2

SUPPORTING DETAIL 3




Organization

RUBRI( HONORS - DUE fuy. 25,

Excellent

(4-5)

Organization is clear.
Includes a catchy
introduction, effective
thesis statement or
controlling idea,
thoughtful transitions
and a satisfying

Good/ Adequate
(2-3)

Organization is strong
enough to move
reader through the
text without
confusion.

Writing lacks a clear
sense of direction.
Problems with
organization make it
difficult to follow.

conclusion.
Content/ Uses clear, compelling  Uses adequate details  Support is unspecific,
: and specific details from the text for incomplete or vague.

Suppom ng from the text for support. Uses at least  May fail to use three

Details support. Skillfully three direct direct quotations for
integrates at least quotations from evidence and/or fail
three direct book. Attributions are  to attribute them
quotations from the mastly correct. correctly.
book for textual
evidence, correctly
attributed.

Word Choice Writer uses rich, The language is Writer uses a limited
colorful language that  functional; words are vocabulary. Words
coveys the message in  adequate and correct are unspecific and/or
a precise and in a general sense. used incorrectly.
interesting way.

Conventions Writing shows clear Writing shows Frequent errors in

grasp of standard
conventions (spelling,
punctuation,
capitalization,
grammar, etc.)

reasonable control
over a limited range of
standard conventions.
Spelling, punctuation,
grammar, etc. usually
correct.

spelling, punctuation,
grammar, etc. distract
the reader and make
it difficult to read.

Total:

2023






